o r + i 


- 
. _ l a . W 
* Gas » 
= 
* * 
i 


e NaTuRE 2 e rien 


& | 


[ 7 Good ANGELS, 
Set forth in a 


SER MON. 


Preach'd before the Honourable 


N 
ö 


| Comrany of Mercnyants 


Trading to the 


AT 


St. Bennet-Fink, on Sunday 
Dec. 14. 1712. 


| 
LEFVANT-SEAS| 


| 


| Chaplain to the Factory at Conſtantinople. 


By WILLIAM CROSSE, AM. 


EU * 3 WY adit — IEF Y — — n 


LONDON: 


Printd for Daniel Brown, at his Warehouſe in the? 


Ianer-Walk in Mater — why. 


mad 
— 
— — — — . — — V | l 


| 


9 af tals Me — — 4 — 


— _ 


—— 
— — 


To the Ricur HoNOURABLE 


Sir Richard Onſlow, Bar. 
GOVERNOR), 


And to the 


Honourable Company of MERCHANTS 
| Trading to the Levant- Seas. 


— Honourable, c. 


I mean and imperfect Diſ- 
courſe, drawn up in haſte, at a 
very few Days notice, and up- 
on a Subjeft choſen for Me, ap- 

pears in Publick in Obedience to Tour 

Commands, and waits upon Tou for Tour 

Protection. The Honour which Tou have 

/ lately conferr'd on the Preacher of it 

by Your Reception of him into Tour Ser- 

vice, gives Tou ſuch a Right to Command 

' him, as cannot be reſiſted, without a ma- 

| nifeſt Violation of the Rules of Decency 

and Gratitude. This Performance ( ſuch 
as it is) I deſire may be accepted as a ſiu- 

Az cere 


The DEDICATION. 


cere Teſtimony of that Duty and Neſpect 
which Jowe, and ſhall be ready upon all 
Occaſions to pay, to this Hoxnourapth 
Soeigrty; to whoſe Service ] propoſe to 
Dedicate the beſt of my Labours : And do 
hope, through the Divine Aſſiſtance, ſo far 
to Auſiver the Great End of my Miſſion, 
by being an Iuſtrument of Good, in this 
Station wherein the Providence of GOD, 
and Tour Favour have placed me, as to de- 
ſerve Tour Countenance and Encouragement. | 
And] ſhall not ceaſe to Offer up my Hearty 
Wiſhes, and Fervent Prayers, for the 
Wealth and Proſperity of Your IL Lu- 
Ic 43.8. STRIOUS Bop]; That Tour Merchants 
may be in this crowning City, as thoſe ir 
Tyre of Old, like Princes, and Tour Traf- 
fickers the Honourable of the Earth. But 
above all, that Tour Merchandiſe may be 
ver 18. Holineſs unto the Lord, and Tour Re- 
turn, in due Seaſon, Happineſs unro Tour | 
own Souls. I am, 

| Right Honourable, 
and Gentlemen, 
Your moſt Obedient, 
and moſt Faithful Servant, 


WILLIAM GROSSE. 
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HEB. I. 14 


Are they not all miniſtring Spirits, ſent 
forth to miniſter for them who ſhall 
be Heirs of Salvation ? 


HE Apoſtle St. Paul, in ſe- 
=_ Ra veral Chapters of this Epiſtle, 
draus a Compariſon between 
che Diſpenſation of the Law, 
and that of the Goſpel; and 
has, with Variety of Arguments, and the 
— — of Style, repreſented the 

xcellence and Superiority of the latter 
over the former; that ſo the Believing 
Hebrews might be convinc'd and ſatisfied 
that they were no Loſers, by renouncing 
Judaiſm, and profeſſing Chriſtianity. More 
particularly he inſiſts on the Greatneſs and 
tranſcendent Dignity of the Perſon, by 
whom God has ſpoken to us in theſe laſt 
days, who is no leſs than his Eternal and 


* only-Begotten Son, the brightneſs of his ver. 3. 


own Glory, and the Expreſs Image of his 
Perſon: That ſame Jeſus has God deputed 
as his Embaſſador, to offer new Terms of 
Salvation to Mankind, to reveal _—_— 

WII, 


Will, and to ſettle that Religion in his 
Church, which muſt remain unalterable 
to the End of the World. It is the Sub- 
ject and Buſineſs of this whole Chapter, to 
| repreſent the high CharaQter and Station 
[ of this great Miniſter of the Goſpel: He 
| is declared to be ſo far ſurpaſſing all the 
ancient Prophets, that He is made much 
better than the Angels themſelves, He has 
by Inheritance obtain'd a more excellent 
Wo than they. Nay, in another Place 
we are informed by this _ Apoſtle that 
the Arch-angel (by Way of Eminence and 
Superiority) ſhall be a Miniſter and Atten- 
dant to the Son of Man, when He ſhall 
deſtend from Heaven; and of all the An- 
gels in general, it is afhrm'd in divers 
Places of Holy Writ, that they are mini- 
ſtring Spirits, they are the Servants and 
Meſſengers of the great King, that inhab:- 

teth Eternity, they ſtand round about the 
Throne, ready to reveal or perform the 
Will of their Maker ; and altho' they are 
Bright, and Glorious, and Excellent Crea- 
tures; yet they are but the grand Officers 

of the Everlaſting Kingdom: It is their 
Poſt and Station to receive Commands, 
and their Duty to obey*em; their Buſineſs # 
is to tranſact great and weighty Affairs be- 
tween the King of Glory and his Servants 
here below. Are they not all miniſtring 
| Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them 
17 who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation? Thi 
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Import with a ſtrong and poſitive Atter- 


tion; or rather, it is a manner of Expreſ- 


ſion, that carries more Strength and Force 
along with it: For it not only implies an 
Affirmation of the thing to be true; but 
it is likewiſe an Appeal to the Knowledge 
of the Perſon to whom it is propounded, 
and a Challenge of his Aﬀent. 

The Nature and Office of Angels were 
well known and underſtood by theſe He- 
brews: This was to be plainly collected 
from the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, 
ſeveral Paſlages of which have been cited 
by our Apoſtle in this Chapter, to ſhew 
the diſtance between him that ſitteth at 
the Right Hand of God, and thoſe Hpi- 
Tits that are his Miniſters. It was a Mat- 
ter concerning which they wanted no 
Light or Information, and therefore he 
endeavours not to inſtru them in it, or 
to prove to 'em what they knew before, 
bur modeſtly refers himſelf to their own 
Knowledge and Sentiments for the truth 


of what he is advancing. 


So that if the Angels act in a Miniſterial 
Way, and in Subſerviency to the great Go- 
fpel Miniſter; if it be their Office and Task 


to fit and prepare them who ſhall be Heirs 
of Salvation, that they may be qualified 


to receive their Inheritance; this does a- 
bundantly prove the Point our Apoſtle is 
arguing, namely, the vaſt Superiority and 


This Negative Interrogation is of equal 
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whole Band, and all the ſeveral Orders, 
of Angels. | | 

The Text leads me to Diſcourſe on the 
Nature and Office of Angels; not of all the 
Angels in general, we are now concerned 
only about the State and Employment of 
the good Angels, ſuch as are appointed to 
Miniſter for them who ſhall be Heirs of 
Salvation, i. e. the Saints which are on 
the Earth, thoſe whom God has called to 
to be Children to himſelf, and Joint-heirs 
with his Son; ſuch as by the Divine Fa- 
vour have a Right to, and ſhall at laſt be 
poſleſs*d of Eternal Glory. | 

As far as the Scriptures have imparted to 
us the Knowledge of theſe Minifping Hpi- 
rits, as much as is neceſſary to be known, 
and fit to be believed, concerning them, 
ſhall be my preſent Task to enquire into, 
and deliver to you with as much Plainneſs 
and Perſpicuity as J am able. 

For this End I ſhall alter the Form of 
the Text, and caſt it into a general Pro- 
poſition, importing thus much, That the 
Angels are Miniſtring Spirits ſent forth 
to miniſter unto all good Men. And 

From this Aſſertion (proved and illu- + 
{trated) I ſhall endeavour to draw ſome 
uſeful Corollaries or Concluſions. And 

Here my Deſign is not to enter into a 
long Diſquiſition concerning the Exiſtence 
of theſe Spiritual Beings ; but having de- 
: . termin'd 


r 


I ſhall take this for granted, as all the 
Holy Writings have done before me, and 
that upon this Reaſon, becauſe this was 
a conſtant and univerſal Tradition, and 
had the general Conſent of all Ages; and 
therefore there was no manner of Occaſi- 
on for the Books of Revelation to be very 
expreſs and particular in the mention of 
Angels, becauſe they are addreſs'd to 
them who already believe them, and are 
ſatisfied about 'em; and to this Opinion 
we meet with none that ever excepted, 
beſide the Saducees, who likewiſe ſaid 
there was no Re ſurrection. But 

To come to our Propoſition, The Au- 


gels are Miniſiring Spirits, ſent forth to 


minifter to all good Men. 

The Word which we render Angel does in 
its native and original Signification import 
no more than Meſſeuger, but in the Holy 
Style and Uſage of Scripture, it is frequently 
applied to a ſort of ſuperior and excellent 
Beings, that are Attendants upon God, 
for ſuch Purpoſes as I ſhall have Occaſion 
to ſpeak of in their proper Place. 

AstotheNatureof Angels, we gather from 
the Text, and from various other parallel 
Places of Holy Writ, that it is Spiritual: They 
are all miniſtring Spirits, ſet free from 
the Groſſneſs, and Weight, and Inactivi- 
ty with which theſe Mortal Bodies are at- 
tended; they are not limited and circum- 
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ſcribed in their Motions and Operations, 


by the narrow Laws and ſcanty Rules to 


which the vain Philoſophy of Man can ex- 
tend; but they move 1n a higher Sphere, 
and as they are Spiritual, Intellectual and 
Immortal Beings, ſo they are to be con- 
troll'd only by the Father of Spirits, and 
the Great God of Immortality. | 

It may ſeem to admit of a Queſtion, 
Whether theſe Beings are ſo Spiritualiz'd 
as to be entirely diveſted of Matter, upon 
account of their taking upon them and 
appearing in Human Shape. In the firſt 
Ages it was generally ſuppoſed, that 
they were cloath'd with Bodies of the 
fineſt Matter, and of the fineſt Make : 
But the received Notion among the la- 


ter Chriſtians has been, that they are of 


a Nature purely Spiritual, and without 
the baſe Alloy of Matter, and withal 
endued with Power to aſſume thoſe 
Shapes in which they have appeared in 
the World. But whether theſe Appear- 
ances are Shadow or Subſtance, or what 
they are, we are fo little acquainted 
with the Nature of Spirits, that we muſt 


not be forward to determine, neither is 
it any Part of ſolid Divinity, and we 


may be Wiſe and Holy without reſolving 
theſe Intricacies. 

To theſe Spirits are aſcrib'd many ex- 
cellent Qualities and Perfections, ſuch as 
Wiſdom, the Power of diſcerning _— 

an 
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and Evil, which is {did in Scripture to be 
according to the Wiſdom of an Angel of God. Sun. 14. 
Great Strength and Power are attributed 7 
to the Angels, Bleſ the Lord ye Angels Plioz ao. 


that excel in Strength, ſays the Pſalmiſt. 


The Lord ſhall be revealed from Heaven :Theſ...q. 
withhis mighty Angels, ſays St. Paul. They 


arelikewiſerepreſented to beof Incredible 


Swiftneſs and Activity, more than can be 


conceived or expreſs'd. The Cherubims and lk. 6. 2. 


Seraphims (which are the ſeveral Orders *. 
of Angels) are painted out by the Prophets, 
even clad and cover'd with Vings, to de- 
note their prodigious Celerity. 
This is the Chief and Subſtance of 
what the Holy Oracles have imparted to 
us concerning the Nature of theſe Spiri- 
tual Beings. We learn, that there are 
various Orders of em, diſtinguiſh'd by 
their ſeveral Styles and Characters, ac- 
cording to their reſpective Dignity and 
Preference. And as to their Number, it 
is Infinite, tis beyond the Power of A- 
rithmetick to compute them: forSt. Pau! 
has aſſured us, that Mount Sion, the City bin- 
of the living God, the Heavenly Jeruſa- | 
lem, is inhabited and adorn'd by an iuuu— 
meravle Company of Angels. 

Theſe Excellent Beings, ſet ou: with 
theſe High Perfections and Enlowments, 
were created for Noble Ends, and have 
an Employment ſuitable to the great 
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Dignity of their Natures. For they are 
_ all miniſtring Spirits, conſtantly attend- 
| ing and waiting before the Throne of | 
= God, ready to execute his Will, and #0 0 
0 ao his Pleaſure: they are the A 
| of God for Good, for the good of all 
it them who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. 
if Manifold and various are the Inſtances 

wherein the Holy Angels are the Mini- 
ſters of God's Providence for the Bene- 
fit of Saints: There are many Parts of 
their Sacred Office and Employment 
which we do know, and it 1s probable 
there are many more of which we are 
Jenorant ; but thoſe that I ſhall menti- 
on, in order to eſtabliſh this Doctrine, 
ſhall be drawn from that clear Fountain 
of Truth, the Holy Oracles of God. 
Sometimes we read that theſe Miniſtring 
Spirits are buſted in freeing and reſcuing 

; the Saints out of Dangers and Diſtreſs: 
| Jadgc.iz, An Angel appear'd for the Deliverance 
\ I ++ of IJHacl out of the hand of the Midia- 
| 7:ites. In like manner did God in old 


Times commiſſion his Miniſter to pro- 
tect the Members of his Church, and the 
Angel of his Preſence ſaved them. Thus 
ö careful and induſtrious was the Angel of 
| God's Providence, for the Preſervation 
M of that valuable Life of the Bleſſed Jeſus, 
| | againſt all the Malice and Diligence of 
Ma:.2. 13-F{erod : He appeared unto Joſeph in a 
=_— Dream, 
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Dream, ſaying, Ariſt and take the youn 
Child and 575 Mother, and flee into E. 
gypt, and be thou there untill ] bring 


"thee word : for Herod will ſeek ide young 
Child to deſtroy him. And again, when 


our Lord underwent that dreadful Tryal 
of Faſting and Temptation, when the 


Tempter had cloſely beſet him, and was 


working upon him with all manner of 
Artifice and Devices; how Vigilant and 


Faithful were thoſe Sacred Attendants in 


the Service of him, who was the Chief, 
the Firſt-born amongſt the Heirs of Sal- 
vation, and under whom all the reſt do 


claim! Behold the Angels came, and mi- Mat.4 11, 


niſtred unto him! When the great Apo- 
ſtle St. Paul was left to the Mercy of the 
Wind and the Waves, and juſt ready to 
be ſhipwreck'd in his Voyage to Rome, 


the Angel of God ſtood by him and pro- = 27. 
nounced his Safety. Fear not, Paul, God ver. ., 


hath given thee all them that fail with 
thee. And a general Protection is pro- 
miſed, from all manner of Adverſaries, 
to ſuch as live in the true Faith and Fear. 


The Angcl of the Lord encampeth round Pf. 34. 7. 


about them, and delivereth them. 

More eſpecially at the Times and in 
the Places of Prayer, have the Holy 
Angels been always believed to be pre- 
ſent, and to Miniſter to the Saints that 


are ſupplicating before the Throne of 
bays: 7 Grace 


er. 235 
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Grace for Pardon of their-Sins, .and Re- 
lief of their Neceſſities. This has been 
an Opinion as Ancient as Religion it ſelf, 
and there is one Text in St. Paul that 


gives great Countenance to it: When he 


is preſcribing a Rule for Decency in the 
Church; this is the Cauſe and Reaſon 
aſſigned for it, becauſe of the Angels ; 
which muſt be underſtood of the Angels 
that are there preſent. 

There is little doubt to be made, but 
that they are aiding and aſſiſting in the 
Diſcharge of this great and important 
Duty, in order to render it Effectual. 
For this Purpoſe are they Aſcending and 
Deſcending, always upon the Wing, ſoar- 
ing up to Heaven, and returning back a- 
gain, as quick as Thought, whilſt they 
are tranſacting the greateſt Affair be- 
tween God (under whom they Mini- 
ſter,) and Man, for whoſe Sake and Bene- 
fit they are miuiſtring Spirits. We have 
one very remarkable Inſtance of this 
kind recorded in the Ads of the Holy 
Apoſtles, and that is, the Caſe of that 
devout Man Cornelius, to whom the Au- 

el of God appeared with theſe joyful 
_—- that his Prayers had reach'd 
the Throne of Heaven. 

But the Miniſtration of the Angels is 
moſt remarkably Benefi-1al when they 
are doing the laſt good Othce, and that 
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which ſhall Crown all the reſt, for them 
that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation, and 


that is, their Attendance upon them at 
the Hour of Death. When the Meſſen- 


ger of the Grave approaches with the - 


fatal and irreſiſtible Summons, and calls 
for the laſt Pangs and Groans; then 
are theſe Guardian Spirits more cloſely 
Attendant, then (to be ſure) they are 
hovering round about, ready to receive 
and take into their Charge the righte- 
ous Soul, that is waiting for its Sepa- 
ration, that is labouring to get rid of its 


Priſon, and to ſhake off the Fetters of 


Corruption. They long to bear it away, 
and to repoſe it in the Manſions of Joy, as 
they have placed Lazarus before. They 
are Miniſtring Spirits ſent forth to lead and 

conduct the Heir to his Inheritance. 
' Theſe are ſome of the principal Acts 
and Inſtances of the Angels Miniſtry: In 
theſe they are conſtant, diligent and un- 
wearied, and there zs Joy in the Preſencs 
of them all at the Succeſs of their Labours. 
As for that Doctrine of a Guardian 
Angel aſſigned to every individual Per- 
ſon, though it has been a received Opi- 
nion both amongſt the Jews and the 
Chriſtians of Old; yet it is what the 
Scriptures ſeem to leave undetermined. 
There are indeed two Paſſages in the 
New Teſtament that are uſually cited 
to ſupport it, the one is the Story — 
c. 
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through Bars and Guards out of the Pri- 


ſon by the Aſſiſtance of an Angel: When 


he came to the Houſe of Mary the Mo- 
ther of John, they that were within 
knew his Voice, but thinking the Man 
himſelf was ſafe in Bonds, hey /aid, It 
zs his Angel. Another ground upon 
which this Notion 1s founded are ſome 


Mat. 18.10. Words of our Saviour, Tale heed (ſays 


he) that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little 
ones : for I ſay unto you, that in Heaven 
their Angels do always behold the Face of 
my Father which is in Heaven. But 
whether that Angel, in the former Caſe, 
had been appropriated to St. Peter in par- 
ticular as his Guardian ; or thoſe Angels 
in the latter Caſe, muſt be neceſſarily 
underſtood to be ſuch, may admit of 
ſome Doubt : and I am not forward to 
advance any thing peremptory, which 
hasnot the plain and indiſputable Authority 
of Scripture. Thus much (I think) has been 
ſuthciently proved, and may be warranta- 
bly taught, That tis the Office and Employ- 
ment of the Bleſſed Spirits, to attend 
upon the Perſons of the Saints, that all 
good Men are under the Care and Patro- 
nage and Protection of good Angels. 

And thus I have, with as much Brevity 
and Clearneſs as I could, gone through the 
Doctrinal Part of the Text, and delivered 
to you the Scripture Account of the good 

Angels. 
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Angels. And this is not a Matter of mere 


Speculation, ſerving only for the Entertain- 


ment of our Minds; but it is indeed a very uſe- 


ful Theory: And this Conſideration duly 
weighed, and conſtantly carried along with 
us, will be of great Influence over our Acti- 
ons, and contribute to the good Conduct of 
our Lives. For this End, I entreat your Pati- 
ence and Attention, whilſt I endeavour to 
Point out the good Uſes that may be made of 
this Doctrine, by ſome ſhort Inferences from 
what has been offered upon this Subject. They 
ſhall not be ſtrain'd and forc'd, but eaſie and 
natural, and ſuch as every Man's own Mind 
will readily ſuggeſt to him, upon conſidering 
this Matter. 

1, Firſt then, If it be the proper Buſineſs 
and Employment of the Holy Angels to be 


always Miniſtring for our Good; If thoſe Ex- 


cellent Beings are conſtantly attending upon 
us, either guiding and directing us in the right 
Way, bearing us in their Hands that our go- 
inge ſhall not ſlide; or elſe exerciſing a Tute- 
lar Care over us, ſaving and reſcuing us from 
Perils and Misfortunes, and hiding us under 
the Shadow of their Wings until the Danger 
be overpaſt ; or at other times keeping up our 


Entercourſe and Communication with God, 
carrying up to Heaven, and laying before the 


Throne, our Petitions and our Wants, and 
returning full fraight with Bleſſings and Re- 
Hef: How ſhould this Aſtoniſhing Oeconomy 
of the Heavenly N that are all 
one 
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. oned and appointed Miniſters for the Good 
| of Righteous Men here below, ſtir us up to 
r 50. 23. honour the Great and Good God (that is ſo 
v careful of us, ſo compaſſionate to us, ) by 
offering him our Thanks and Praiſe in the ut- 
molt Sincerity of our Souls? As if it had not 


been enough for Man to have been made Lord 
of the whole Viſible Creation, to have had 


Uſe ; but that God ſhould heap ſtill farther 
1 Benefits upon him, and declare it a Part of 
14 his Divine Pleaſure, that thoſe Bright Spzrzts 
7 that inhabit the /zvz//b/e World ſhould be ſent 
J forth to Miniſter unto him: That the Favou- 
10 1ites of Heaven ſhould be engaged in his 
Intereſt, and be always ready to aſſiſt him: 
That thoſe watchful Keepers that either ſlum- 
ber nor ſleep, ſhould be Guardians over him, 
and tarry round about all them that fear the 
Lord This is ſuch an amazing Inſtance of 
ji God's Love and Care of us, as calls for the 
FP. 144.3. moſt thankful Acknowledgments. Alas! hat 
is Man that God hath ſuch Reſpect unto him, 
bi. or the Son cf Man that he {6 regardeth him? 
Pf. 109.8. Let us therefore Commune with our own 
Hearts, and think what we ſhall render unto 
the Lord for theſe Benefits, that he doth for 

the Children of Men. Every grateful Soul 

| will often burit forth with Raptures of Joy 
| Rey. 5.13. and Praiſe, and falling low on his Knees be- 
10 fore his Foot ſtool, will aſcribe all Honour, 
M Glory and Thankſgiving to him that ſitteth up- 
Li on the Throne for ever and ever. 
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2. Again. 


all the inferior Creatures ſubſervient to his 
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the LEvanT-COMPANY. 
2. Again. If the Holy Angels are miniſtring 


Spirits ſent forth to miniſter to Good Men, + 


it ſeems to be a fair Conſequence, that He 
who ent em forth did never deſign, much 
leſs require, that Men ſhould pay them any 
Acts of Adoration. And this is an Inference 
which we tind ready drawn to our Hands by 
one of theſe Angels in Conference with St. 
John, the Reaſoning is exactly the ſame. When 
the Apoſtle ( ſomewhat tranſported at what 
he had heard from the Angel) oftered to bow 
down, and Worſhip him, the Holy Angel, 
conſcious of his Unworthineſs to receive that 
Homage, which bel;ngeth unto God only, 
checks him with ſome ſharpneſs, and ſhews 


him the Abſurdity of his Zeal. See thou do Rev. 19. 


it not That is to fay, Do not Worſhip mee. 


upon any Account whatſoever : then follow- 
eth the Reaſon of this Prohibition, I am thy 
Fellow-Servant, and of thy Brethren that have 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus: And after this a Di- 
rection to the proper and only true Object of 
Adoration, Worſhip thou God. This Paſſage 
is ſo full and expreſs to the Point, and does 
ſo plainly make out this Inference, that there 
is no need to dwell any longer upon it: We 
may gather from hence that the Worſhip of 
Angels is an high derogation from the Ho- 
nour and Majeſty of God; for 'tis paying 


that Duty and Homage to our Fellow-JSer- 


vant, that is only due to the great Lord and 
Maſter of us all: "Tis doing Service unto them 
which by Nature are no Gods, and direct Rob. 
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bery, to make them ſo nearly equal with God. 


Once more, | 


3. Has God ent forth his Holy Angels to 
be always Miniſtring unto us, are we conſtant- 
ly in the Preſence of them, and are they the 
Witneſſes of our Actions and Behaviour? Of 
what mighty Influence and powerful Ethcacy 
ſhould be the Conſideration and Remembrance 
of theſe Divine Companions, (that are always 
about our Path and about our Bed, ) in the Con- 


duct and Government of our Lives? What ex- 


act Care and Caution ſhould be obſerved, What 
a jealous Eye ſhould we always keep upon our 
ſelves, leſt we offend God in the Preſence of 
his Miniſtry, whom he has ſubſtituted to dwell 
among us, to overlook and direct us, and to 
give an Account of us? Tis an Argument of 
great Depravity that the Sinner is become bold 
and harden'd, that will openly tranſgreſs when 
he knoweth that he is under ſuch Inſpection; 
when ſo many Eyes (beſide that All- ſeeing one 
of God) are conſtantly fixed upon him; and 
tis upon this Reaſon that we meet with a wiſe 
Caution from the wiſeſt among the Children 
of Men, /uffer not thy fleſh to Sm, thou art be- 


fore the Angel; But more eſpecially does this 


Reaſon bind and hold good when we are of- 
fcring up the Sacrifice of Prayer; for then we 
are more nearly and immediately in theDivine 
Preſence, then we are ſure to be ſurrounded 
with theſe Spiritual O&/ervers; therefore let 
no vain Thought, no indecent Behaviour fully 
our Devotion, and blemiſh the Beauty of Ho- 

lineſs 


the Levant-Comrany. 


*Ilineſs; for this weighty Conſideration, we are 
in the Preſence of the Holy Angels, we are be- 
fore thoſe pure Spirits, that will be grieved and 
deeply wounded at every Act of Impiety, that 
cannot bear to be Eye-Witneſſes to thoſe Pra- 
ices, of which they have the greateſt De- 
teſtation and Abhorrence; for if there be Foy 
in the Preſence of thoſe very Angels upon the 
Converſion of a Sinner, by parity of Reaſon, 
the Practice and Repetition of Sin mult be the 
occaſion of Sorrow, and be highly offenſive in 
their Sight. 

4. Finally. The Conſideration of what has 
been offered concerning the Miniſtration of 
Angels may prove of excellent Uſe and Ad- 
vantage, to encourage us to go on chearfully 
through the dithculties of Religion, and to 
abound in the Work of the Lord. 

If we compare the two Forces that make up 
the Battel in the Spiritual Warfare, and exa- 
mine into the Strength of each Party, we ſhall 
eaſily diſcover with what vaſt Advantage and 
with how much greater View of Succeſs He 
engages, that fighteth on the Side, and in 
concert with the Advocates of Religion, over 
him, that has all the Powers of Darkneſs in 
Conjunction. The great Adverfary of the 
Saints, that would take away the Spiritual Life, 
is the Devil; repreſented with the Fierceneſs 
of a roaring and devourinz Lion: The Devil, 
that was himſelf, in his firſt Station, an Angel 
of Light; but is now fallen from all the An- 
gelical Perfections to the fatal Reverſe; Sin is 
| now 
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- now his Empire, Deſpair and Rage and Envy 


are the conſtant Companions of his Being, Ma- 
lice and Miſchief are the Perfections in which 


he delighteth; but this Force, how formida- 


ble ſoever, is vain, compared with that which 
is oppoſed to it, in the Defence of a pure and 
upright Soul ; a Force that has already delive-" 
red a glorious Company of Saints, a noble Ar- 
my of Martyrs, and is able with zhouſands and 
ten thouſands to continue to deliver. And is 
there any room for Jealouſie, but that the Ho-. 
ly Angels will be as Vigilant and Faithful and 
Induſtrious to preſerve, ab the Evil One will 
be Malicious to ravage and deſtroy? Has the 
Devil a more general and enlarg'd Commiſſi- 
on to do Miſchief, than the Miniſters of God 
for doing Good? Surely the Advantage lies on 
t' other ſide, and this is a noble Encourage- 
ment toexcite and animate all thoſe,that have 
any Senſe of theſe things, to go on boldly, 
to contend cheerfully, and to abound in the 
Work «f the Lord, for as much as they know, 
that they are vaſtly ſuperior in Strength to the 
Enemy; they are aſſured that they are un- 
der the Guidance of infinite Wiſdom, and un- 
der the Protection of Infinite Power; for their 
help cometh from the Lord, who made Heaven 
and Earth: He will not ſuffer their foot to be 
moved; and he that keepeth them will not ſleep. 
The Lord ſhall preſerve them from all Evil. 
Zea, it is He that ſhall keep their Soul. They 
that are thus prepared, thus arrayed, and thus 
aſſiſted, may ſafely wreſtle and contend mw 
| the 
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the Principalities and Powers of the Infernal 
Kingdom; they may contidently take to them- 
ſelves that comforting Aſſurance, which A 
braham gave to his Servant, The Lord before Gen aA 
whom 1 walk will ſend his Angel with thee, 
and proſper thy way: They may reſt ſatisfied, 
that the Holy Spirits have Charge over them, 
and he that has given this Charge will ſee it 
faithfully executed. In vain may the Fiery darts 
of the Dewil be levelled at the Saints, who act 
under ſuch Protection, that have the Army of 
Heaven for the Horn of their Salvation, and pl. 18. 1 
their Refuge. If the Wicked One ever dares to 
attempt, to corrupt and debauch the Will, by 
offering the Pleaſures of Sin, the Glories of 

the World, and the whole Train of Allure- 
ments; the Good Ones are preſent, and at 

hand ready to expoſe, and lay open the Va- 

nity and Emptineſs of his Propoſals; and to 
remind them, of a far more valuable Prize al- 

ready offered them. Are thoſe miſchievous 
Beings ever haunting us, in order to beguile 

or enſnare us? Are they waiting an Opportu- 

nity to have us at an Advantage, that they may 
ſeduce, and entice us from our Duty ? The 


Holy Angels are as Vigilant and Aſſiduous as 


they can poſſibly be; they will never leave us 
nor forſake us, not truſt us to our ſelves, nor 
expoſe us to Danger : Nay, if all the Powers 
of Darkneſs ſhou'd be ſummon'd together, to 
come and fit down before the Saint, reſolved 
to take him by Treachery or by Storm, the 
faithful Warrior will be provided againſt them 
with Reinforcements from Heaven; The No- 


ble 


14 


1 0 v3 _ - 22 * * 
. 


2. 
* 4 
* 


— 
— * 
* 
0 /* E 
wiki 
— 
8 


3 
= 


yof 


Hoſts of Heaven keep the ſtrong Citadel, that 
hall never be Invaded: In ſhort, they that are 
with the Righteous, are many more than they 
that are againſt him; and if God be for him, 

44 whois it that ſhall oppoſe him? We read of one 
Rer. 125. Combat between the Goodand the Bad Angels, 

; there we find that the Old Serpent the Decei- 
* ver of the whole World, was Ignominiouſly 
Ver. 3. caſt out, and all his Diabolical Accomplices 
were vanquiſhed with him; and (no doubt) 
I the Forces of Heaven are ſtill, and will be to 
T5 all Eternity, able to overpower them. 
| With this Encouragement, with theſe Aſſi- 
3-3 ſtances, and theſe great Advantages, may we 
Jo on chearfully, in doing the Will of God, 
E and our own Duty; and when we have ane 
* his Mill upon Earth, in ſome ſort, tho' with 
* reater Imperfection than it is in Heaven b 

| thoſe Righteous Spirits that are all Holineſs | 


Sm gg. and Obedience, when we have quitted our 
Rev. 2.10, ſelues like Men, and been faithful unto Death, 
we may expect to be conducted to their and 
1%  oxr bleſs'd Abode, there to dwell together in 
Kor. Ui. perfect Joy, with an exceeding and eternal 
\ 8 weight of Glory conferr'd upon us, and inthe 
= perpetual Fruition of that Peace of God, + 
which now paſſeth all Underſtanding, and ſhall 
>: - hereafter * Deſire. Amen. 3 
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